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Saiva Siddhantha - The Ambrosia

—— e e

The man in the lowest rung has 1n no way

caught any glimpse of the highest light. He in

fact would not recognize any such

The Tree and its  ]joht, It is part of the same struc-

parts, all useful, | 2 ¢ : ot 5
an organic whole, ture and the structure 1is n

mechanical one. Kumara Gurupara-

Swamigal gives a beautiful illustration of this in

his Pundara Mummani Kowvai.
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“In that primeval land of ancient Maya

whence the various worlds were evolved

were divisions and subdivisions

made of four, and seven, and 82 lacs

In fields so divided been sown the seeds of life

¥rom the deep waters of Karma,

and through the three sluices of

Adi Deivikam, &c., was the water of Bhoga drawn

in the channel of Desire (Thrishna Tanha)

and led at the proper time through the gates
of the five senses.

Then from the springs of pleasure and pain,

did the waters flood and overflow

into the 6 tanks of mantra etc., [grew

‘I hus didst thou, beoqéne the husbandman who



352 Gnanasambandham

and reaped the crops and protect

the world, O Masilamani!

O Gnana Sambantha! Gnana Desika!

Thus didst thou, O beneficient Lord!
intending the salvation of countless souls,
out of thy abiding love, plant the seed

of love in the field of kudelai (Pranava)
and water it with thy grace, and produce

the Tree of Veda From this tree

were derived various benefits by various people;

of these,

“Some took the leaves, others took the sprigs,
rejecting the leaves; others again rejecting these,
took the bud, flower, tender fruit and green
ones, as each one desired. Proving useful as they
did these six parts of the tree, few were they
who chose the ripened fruit, sweet and rare,
growing on the top of Vedanta, and pressed the
juice called Saiva Siddhanta and drank such
ambrosia. Myself, though unfit to share their
bliss, have drunk the sweet water from the wash

of their golden feet. Hence I regard as bitter
the ambrosia of the Gods.”

Extract from S. D.
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